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Greg Bourke and Michael De Leon have been partners for 34 years but it wasn't until a lawsuit they fi led went to the Su-
preme Court that their marriage certifi cate from their wedding in 2004 was legally recognized. "Even now I don't fell like it 
was a victory for us but a victory for the whole LGBT community," Bourke said. JENNIFER KING/HERALD
BY ELISABETH MOORE
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Fifteen minutes before midnight, a 
slow rumble filled the Student Senate 
Chambers of Downing Student Union 
while students, staff and Student Gov-
ernment Association members shuf-
fled in to hear the SGA election results. 
As the room buzzed with anticipa-
tion, doughnuts and milk were served 
while votes were finished and tallied.
After midnight, the votes were tal-
lied, and as the speaker walked into 
the room, it became quiet. As the elec-
tion positions were announced, small 
bursts of excitement arose from the 
crowd while new senators were be-
ing announced. An audible gasp was 
heard when the new SGA president 
was declared.
With a total of 1,497 votes, out of 
the 2,341 total presidential votes, Jay 
Todd Richey was re-elected as SGA 
president. Kate Hart, previously an 
Academic Affairs chairwoman and 
Richey’s running mate, was elected 
as the executive vice president. With 
a flurry of hugs and congratulations, 
candidates made their way through 
the crowd talking to friends.
“I’m ecstatic,” Richey said. “It’s a tre-
mendous honor to be elected the first 
time, but a second time is verification 
of promises kept.”
From April 18 to 19, WKU students 
and staff had the opportunity to vote 
for SGA president, executive vice pres-
ident, administrative vice president, 
sophomore student senator, junior 
student senator, senior student sena-
tor and student senator at large.
Hannah Neeper, previously SGA 
chairwoman for MyCampusToo, was 
elected to be the new administrative 
vice president for SGA.
“I feel wonderful,” Neeper said af-
ter the results were announced. “We 
worked really hard for it. We have gone 
to so many meetings. We’ve talked to 
so many people, and the amount 
of people that we have been able to 
reach for the SGA elections has been 
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU Athletics Director Todd Stew-
art, football Head Coach Jeff Brohm 
and newly hired basketball Head 
Coach Rick Stansbury have contracts 
and addendums being considered for 
approval at the next Board of Regents 
meeting with multiple incentives.
The Executive Committee and the 
board will approve the addendums 
and contracts at their meeting Friday. 
These addendums come after WKU 
spent the most on coaching and staff 
in the school’s history: approximately 
$9.46 million in 2015, according to a 
report from USA Today Sports.
Faculty Regent Barbara Burch gave 
a report on the addendums at the 
University Senate on April 16. She ex-
pressed some concerns about giving 
incentives to the athletic staff in light 
of budget cuts.
“Less than 10 months ago, we had a 
discussion about increasing student 
fees for athletics,” Burch said at the 
senate meeting. “It’s troubling to me 
if that money is used to increase the 
incentives given to the [athletics direc-
tor].”
According to a report from USA To-
day Sports, WKU’s athletic program 
was subsidized approximately 64.5 
percent in 2015. Burch said that it was 
her understanding that some of the in-
centives in the revised contracts would 
be paid by the Hilltopper Athletic 
Foundation.
Athletics Director Todd Stewart’s em-
ployment contract was extended to in-
clude employment until June 30, 2020, 
according to the addendum.
The addendum also included “addi-
tional supplemental salary payment,” 
based on future WKU athletics perfor-
mance in regular and postseason com-
petition.
Stewart will also be compensated 
$20,000 for the academic performance 
of the athletic department if its Annual 
Progress Rate is 940 or higher. This is a 
change from the original contract bo-
nus of $10,000 for achieving an APR of 
925.
WKU athletics achieved an APR score 
of 950 for the first time in the school’s 
history during the 2014-2015 school 
year.
Stewart was contacted but was not 
available to comment before publi-
cation. His assistant Lisa Schneider 
passed on a statement from Stewart.
"I very much appreciate the sup-
port,” Stewart said. “This is where I 
want to be. I love being at Western 
Kentucky. I feel really good about what 
we've achieved, but I'm motivated by 
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Greg Bourke and Michael DeLeon, 
the lead plaintiffs in Kentucky’s mar-
riage equality case, visited WKU on 
Monday afternoon to share their 
34-year-long story with students and 
faculty.
Bourke and DeLeon were married 
in Canada in 2004, the same year 
Kentucky made it unconstitutional to 
recognize or perform same-sex mar-
riages or civil unions.
The two men began a long fight in 
2013 to have their marriage recog-
nized in Kentucky, their home, in the 
case Bourke v. Beshear, the first post-
Windsor Federal Court challenge of 
marriage equality in a Southern state.
Bourke and DeLeon shared a Pow-
erPoint presentation with the audi-
ence, beginning with the story of how 
they met as students at the University 
of Kentucky in the early 1980s. They 
also spoke about their two adopted 
children, aged 17 and 18, whom they 
credited as the primary reason they 
got involved with the case.
“It was for our children’s sake and 
the security of our family,” Bourke ex-
plained, saying the issues had been 
weighing on their minds for many 
years preceding the case.
“No one else was really stepping up 
to the plate, so that’s when we said, 
‘We will do this for the benefit of our 
family,’” Bourke said, explaining why 
he and DeLeon, who had no previous 
legal experience, would get involved 
in such a case.
DeLeon said he used Google to find 
information and better understand 
the court system as they went through 
each step.
“If we’d had legal experience, we 
probably would have convinced our-
selves that we couldn’t win and backed 
out,” Bourke said. “If we were attor-
neys ourselves, we might have come 
to that same conclusion, and then we 
never would have gotten started.”
Maysville freshman Jordan Frodge 
said she had never heard of Bourke 
and DeLeon’s personal story before 
attending the talk although she was 
familiar with the case and its progress.
“It took two people who weren’t espe-
cially acquainted with the judicial sys-
tem,” Frodge said, “but they saw a need, 
and they filled it. They stepped up.”
Bowling Green senior Aeryn Darst 
said she heard about the event from a 
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New Men’s basketball head coach rick stansbury base salary
Head football coach Brohm is set to earn an increased 
$800,000 
$325,000 in addition to at least 
in possible contract incentives since 2014
·2 Seasons with a winning percentage above .500
·2 victories in bowl games
·a conference usa championship
·COnference USA Coach of the Year
·Academic progress rate (APR) of 950
base salary through 2016-17
$500,000 athletic director todd stewart base salary$186,012
Ad todd stewart’s contract addendum
included possible contract incentives for
·A balanceD budget by June 30th - $20,000
·apr above 940 across all programs - $20,000
·various Ncaa/c-usa postseason appearances
across programs worth a possible $170,000+
as well as a contract extension
through 2020
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professor. Darst said being a lesbian 
and member of the Queer Student 
Union, a part of Student Identity Out-
reach, made the topic of discussion 
very close to her heart.
At the end of the presentation, DeLe-
on addressed a question he and Bourke 
have frequently encountered: wouldn’t 
it be easier just to leave Kentucky?
“If we leave, they win,” DeLeon said, 
adding that the effort is about staying 
strong and staying true.
Darst said these words spoke com-
pellingly to her as she listened to the 
speakers’ story.
“There’s always that lure of leaving so 
I wouldn’t have to struggle with these 
things,” Darst said. However, she also 
explained her desire to improve the 
place she lives in and loves.
Darst said she became more in-
volved with local politics during her 
time at WKU, and this involvement has 
shown her the importance of working 
to change and improve her home.
Patricia Minter, associate professor 
of history, said she met Bourke and 
DeLeon in November 2015. The two 
men were supported during their case 
by the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Kentucky, where Minter is on the 
board of directors.
“I was delighted when they were able 
to come down and share their story with 
the campus community,” Minter said.
She said they also met with President 
Gary Ransdell earlier on Monday to 
share their story with him.
“I think what [their story] shows is 
that if you are brave and committed to 
guaranteeing not only your own equal 
rights but guaranteeing rights for all 
people, then ultimately you just can’t 
lose,” Minter said. “When you listen 
to the way they tell it, you know it was 
hard, but they never wavered in their 
conviction.”
Although same-sex marriage is now 
nationally legal, DeLeon explained 
that only eight cities in Kentucky have 
a fairness ordinance.
Bourke said supporters of a state-
wide fairness ordinance can reach out 
to their legislators to let them know 
they’re in favor of the legislation to 
protect people against discrimination 
in employment, housing and public 
accommodations.
“You can be married in Kentucky on 
Saturday, and you can be fired from 
your job on Monday,” DeLeon said.
the challenges we have ahead. I'm very 
excited to go about overcoming them."
Football Head Coach Jeff Brohm’s 
employment contract was also 
amended to include “revised terms 
and conditions of his employment as 
head coach,” according to the Board 
of Regents. The Executive Committee 
and the board will approve the ad-
dendum at the board's meeting on 
Friday.
According to the addendum, Brohm’s 
annual base salary was increased to 
$800,000. There were several clauses 
removed about “termination by coach 
without cause” from Brohm’s original 
contract. There was also a section add-
ed that allows either Brohm or WKU 
to terminate the contract prior to De-
cember 31, 2019, “without cause.”
Additionally, sections were added 
that state if Brohm terminates his con-
tract before March 1, 2017, and “ac-
cepts employment as head football 
coach at any college or university com-
peting in NCAA Division I – A or in the 
National Football League,” he will have 
to pay WKU $900,000.
At the senate meeting, Burch noted 
that the incentives and salary increase 
for Brohm were not coming from the 
university’s budget. She indicated that, 
to her understanding, Brohm’s incen-
tives are subsidized by the Hilltopper 
Athletic Foundation.
“His contract is funded by private 
sources and will in no way come from 
the university budget,” Burch said at 
the senate meeting.
Newly hired basketball Head Coach 
Rick Stansbury signed his employment 
contract on March 23. The terms of 
Stansbury’s contract began on March 
28 and continue through June 30, 2020.
Stansbury’s base annual salary is 
$500,000. Additionally, WKU will pro-
vide a car to Stansbury for the duration 
of his employment.
Each season, Stansbury will be pro-
vided, free of charge, four “VIP football 
season tickets,” six men’s basketball 
tickets, and 12 “reserved seat men’s 
basketball season tickets,” according 
to the contract. In the case that WKU’s 
men’s basketball team plays in the 
NCAA men’s basketball tournament, 
Stansbury will be provided with eight 
tickets to those games.
According to a report by USA Today 
Sports, WKU’s total revenues and ex-
penses from athletics was $30,212,548 
in 2015.
The Board of Regents will vote to ap-
prove the contracts at their meeting on 
Friday.
phenomenal. I am looking forward to 
the new executive branch and to the 
new people that I will be working with.”
The senior student senators elected 
include Zach Jones, Judy Dahmer, Kay-
cee Gibson and Josh Knight.
“I think that at the end of the day, 
some of the hardest workers and big-
gest contributors of the SGA were run-
ning for these positions at the SGA, 
and the fact that we are all still a part 
of this organization says a lot,” Zach 
Jones, who ran against Hart for execu-
tive vice president, said. “I am look-
ing forward to working with everyone 
from Jay to Kate to Hannah to Braxton 
and to some of those guys that helped 
a lot with the campaigning.”
Junior student senators elected in-
clude Braxton Powell, Kate Hart, Na-
than Cherry, Meagan Ward, Temple 
Ricke, Lucas Knight, Abdullah Raza 
and Abdul Salam Olanrewaju.
“It was a well fought campaign race, 
and I had a blast,” Braxton Powell, who 
was Richey’s opponent in the presi-
dential election, said. “I wish the best 
for Jay Todd, and since I was elected as 
a junior senator, I still want to work to-
wards the things that were on the cam-
paign platform.”
The sophomore student senators 
elected include Luke Edmunds, Andi 
Dahmer, Ashley Cox, James Hill, Emily 
Houston, Savannah Molyneaux, Cejay 
Moore, Deven Richardson and Kazan-
dra Trejo.
The student senators at large include 
Luke Edmunds, Madison Keller, Alex 
Sergent, Savannah Molyneaux, Brian 
Anderson, Chase Coffey, Michael Shel-








In the editorial “Log On and Vote: Cast your vote online for SGA presi-
dent today” in our April 19 issue, voter turnout for SGA was incorrectly 
described as “less than one percent of the student body.” The actual 
turnout numbers in each of the past three elections were about 6.9 
percent for 2013, about 4.4 percent for 2014 and about 7.5 percent for 
2015. The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confi rmed errors that are 
brought to reporter’s or editor’s attention.
Please call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at 
herald.editor@wku.edu.
correction
[Brohm's] contract is funded by private 
sources and will in no way come from the 
university budget.”




University signs research extension with Mammoth Cave
BY DUSTIN SKIPWORTH 
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU and Mammoth Cave Na-
tional Park held their 11th re-
search symposium on April 18-
20 at the national park’s training 
center.
President Gary Ransdell and Park 
Superintendent Sarah Craighead 
signed a research extension that 
will continue the longstanding re-
lationship the park has with WKU.
Thayer, Mississippi, graduate 
student in hydrogeology Autumn 
Turner presented her findings on 
mussels found in the nearby Green 
River at this year’s symposium.
“It’s really a wonderland of envi-
ronments that you can study, and 
the symposium does a good job 
of assimilating that work,” Turner 
said. “It’s not just ecology studies 
or biology. It’s very inclusive and 
wide-ranging.”
Turner said she was drawn 
to the work after talking about 
the idea with her advisor Chris 
Groves, professor of hydrogeol-
ogy at WKU. Groves works closely 
with the park and also presented 
research at this year’s sympo-
sium. He believes that the part-
nership between WKU and the 
park is beneficial for everyone 
involved.
“It’s a globally important natu-
ral laboratory,” Groves said. “It’s 
a great thing for Western and the 
park.”
WKU and Mammoth Cave 
have a long history, according to 
Groves. Students have been visit-
ing the park since the early 1900s 
before WKU was fully formed. 
In some cases, they would walk 
from Bowling Green to visit and 
research.
Most of the cooperative efforts 
between WKU and the national 
park are coordinated through the 
Mammoth Cave International 
Center for Science and Learn-
ing. Rick Toomey, the director of 
the learning center at Mammoth 
Cave, works with WKU faculty 
and students to help their re-
search efforts.
“This agreement helps us con-
tinue these incredible relation-
ships between the university and 
the park,” Toomey said.
The learning center is heavily 
involved in the symposium but 
also helps researchers obtain per-
mits, find volunteers for research 
projects, and find locations in the 
park. The learning center is also 
responsible for feeding important 
research findings to the park su-
perintendent, to guides who pro-
vide information to visitors, and 
to the general public.
While the research presented 
at the symposium wasn’t strictly 
limited to WKU-affiliated re-
searchers, 17 of the 35 present-
ers were associated with WKU in 
some way, according to Toomey.
Ongoing research at Mammoth 
Cave isn’t limited to geological 
studies. Topics presented includ-
ed the current state of birds and 
amphibians in the park, and these 
findings were aided by more than 
40 years of past research.
“Some researchers are explor-
ing cultural resources as well 
as the physical resources in the 
park,” Groves said.
Another five years of research in 
the park will bring new discover-
ies and help catalogue the history 
of both WKU and Mammoth Cave 
National Park for future students 
and park visitors to experience.
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Contact WKU On Demand today for more information:
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Hit a Grand Slam with WKU On Demand; 
knock out some classes this summer!
Cracker Jack, peanuts, and information on 
WKU On Demand summer classes!
Wednesday, April 27  |  10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Outside Hardin Planetarium
Thursday, April 28  |  10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Centennial Mall
730 Fairview Avenue, Suite C2  • 270-793-0011
The best student 
discounts anywhere!
hotyogabowlinggreen.com  
WKU students receive calls and emails from scammers 
Running Club sprints off  to a start this semester 
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
In recent weeks, several 
WKU students have received 
mysterious phone calls from 
individuals claiming to be 
members of the Bowling 
Green FBI.
The students were told they 
must pay off their student 
loans immediately or risk jail 
time.
Karli Ecton, Chicago senior, 
said she received a call from 
an unknown Frankfort num-
ber, and when she answered 
the call a woman told Ecton 
she was facing three lawsuits.
“She said they were about 
education taxes,” Ecton said. 
“She read off my Topper email 
and had me confirm that it 
was correct, which it was.”
After confirming her email, 
Ecton said she was told she 
must deal with her lawsuits or 
the woman would file for Ec-
ton’s arrest.
“I then freaked out because I 
had no idea what she was talk-
ing about,” Ecton said.
Ecton said the caller began 
asking Ecton about her tax re-
turns. At that point, Ecton said 
she told the caller she wanted 
to call her parents.
“Then she got mean, saying, 
‘Do not call your parents,’” Ec-
ton said.
Eventually, Ecton hung up 
the phone and called her dad, 
who told her it was a scam.
The caller never tried to call 
Ecton back, and Ecton said 
when she dialed the number 
again, it was disconnected.
Bob Skipper, the director of 
the Office of Media Relations, 
said students have received 
both email and phone calls 
from a number of different 
scammers.
“It seems like these kinds of 
scams are happening more and 
more,” Skipper said. “I know a 
lot of people have gotten calls 
supposedly by the IRS.”
Skipper said he became 
aware of the scam after he re-
ceived a call from Officer Ron-
nie Ward.
Ward, public information 
officer for the Bowling Green 
Police Department, said at 
least two WKU students had 
contacted the BGPD about a 
scam involving student loans.
“This particular one, we 
knew they were targeting 
Western students just because 
of the type of scam,” Ward 
said.
After hearing from the stu-
dents, Ward said he knew the 
BGPD needed to warn stu-
dents about the scam, so he 
decided to contact Skipper, 
who then sent out an email to 
the entire WKU student body.
In his email, Skipper warned 
students not to give out any 
personal information.
Skipper said in the past he 
has received information from 
students regarding several dif-
ferent scams, not just ones in-
volving student loans.
“A lot of students have sent 
me back emails where they 
have received things suppos-
edly from the [WKU] help desk 
telling them they have to verify 
their email account,” Skipper 
said. “Again, that’s not legit; 
that’s a scam. Someone’s just 
trying to get your information.”
Skipper said many of these 
email scams contain links stu-
dents are asked to click. When 
clicked, these links often cause 
viruses on the computer.
Whether the scam is through 
phone or email, Skipper said, 
there is not much students 
can do.
“The best thing is just to ig-
nore it,” Skipper said. “There’s 
not a lot that can really be 
done.”
Ward said so far he does 
not know of any students 
who have given money to the 
scammers. Because of this, he 
expects the scam to be short-
lived.
“We anticipate it going away 
pretty soon and [something] 
replacing it,” Ward said.
If students do receive a 
phone call, Ward said students 
should just ignore the call.
“Don’t even pay any atten-
tion to it,” Ward said. “Just 
hang up.”
BY KALEE CHISM 
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
When students enter their 
freshman year, finding involve-
ment on campus is a vital part 
of making it their new home. 
Sometimes, though, the op-
tions can be improved. Fresh-
men Taylor Reyes and Hannah 
Good found something lack-
ing in campus involvement 
and took the matter into their 
own hands.
Reyes of Richmond Hill, 
Georgia, and Good of Park 
Hills wanted a way to connect 
with other runners on cam-
pus. When their dreams of a 
running club went unfulfilled, 
they began working on creat-
ing a club themselves.
“At my freshmen orientation 
and then at subsequent cam-
pus activity fairs, I kept asking 
people, ‘Where is your run-
ning club? I want people to run 
with,’” Good said. “Then I met 
Taylor, who was also a runner.”
They began the process of 
creating a Running Club by 
going through Cybbi Barton, 
who is a graduate assistant for 
sports clubs, a component of 
WKU’s intramural recreation-
al sports department.  After a 
club constitution and other 
paperwork were submitted 
and the department of Stu-
dent Activities and Organiza-
tions approved, running is 
now an official club sport.
“There’s a lot of paperwork, 
but it’s not super difficult,” 
Good said.
The goal of the club is to cre-
ate the on-campus running 
community Good said the 
university is missing out on.
“The main point of it is just 
to provide a running commu-
nity for runners on campus, 
which is very much lacking at 
this point,” she said.
Reyes said the hardest part 
of the process has been build-
ing up club membership and 
advertising it.
“We’ve held maybe three 
or four meetings, and people 
showing up to those has been 
kind of slow. So I would say 
that’s the hardest thing we’ve 
dealt with so far,” Reyes said.
Geology instructor Margaret 
Crowder, the Running Club’s 
adviser, said she hopes the 
club brings together people of 
various fitness levels on cam-
pus and creates opportunities 
for students as well as fac-
ulty and staff to improve their 
overall health.
“It should be a good time for 
people to meet others who are 
interested in running and to 
make new friends,” Crowder 
said via email.
Another way the club sup-
ports its members is by giving 
them experience in the activ-
ity even if they have not run in 
an on-campus or community 
environment before. This is 
true for Corbin freshman An-
nika Smith, now a member of 
the Running Club.
“I’m looking forward to get-
ting more experience with run-
ning and being able to grow 
in that area because I’ve had 
a goal in that area and wanted 
to improve myself in that for a 
long time,” Smith said.
The club is hoping to expand 
in the upcoming year by run-
ning races held in and around 
Bowling Green and recruiting 
upcoming freshmen at events 
such as M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan and 
the Topper Orientation Pro-
gram.
“Next year we’re really hop-
ing that membership will kind 
of blow up because the fresh-
men class is going to be com-
ing in,” Reyes said.
Good said the club is also 
hoping to run official races, 
such as the BG 26.2 or the 
Medical Center 10K, as an or-
ganization, but the goal for 
the remainder of the semester 
is to continue to establish its 
foundation.
“Our goal for the rest of the 
semester is just to get every-
thing set into place so that we 
can head into next semester 
really strong,” Good said.
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 




"As the semester 
winds down, the 
anxiety winds up”, 
is a sort of univer-
sity dictum that 
many of us are all 
too familiar with. 
As someone who 
has and still does 
deal with depres-
sion and anxiety, I 
know finals week 
can feel like an impending doom. Be-
cause of that, I want to speak candidly 
to the two types of people who might 
read this.
The first is the person who can’t re-
member the last time they were happy. 
There are so many reasons you might 
be feeling this way. I understand that 
feeling of worthlessness. I know that 
feeling of self-loathing. I understand 
wanting to die.
But I don’t want to trivialize your 
pain by saying that things will inex-
plicably get better. I can’t make those 
promises. However, I can tell you that 
you are more than the sum of your 
failures and successes. I can tell you 
that you are always capable of growth. 
I can tell you that you are strong even 
if you don’t realize it. I can tell you that 
there is no shame in quitting. And I 
can tell you that it is not selfish to take 
care of yourself.
It’s odd writing such a personal state-
ment to an anonymous reader. I am 
writing this alone. You will probably 
read this alone. So even if our depres-
sion and anxiety causes us to be alone, 
at least we can be alone together.
The second reader I address here 
is the person who is worried about a 
friend. It is hard to watch your friend 
be in pain and not know what to do. It 
is even harder to tease out the correct 
way to approach mental health issues. 
When do you honor someone’s pri-
vacy? When do you reach out to help 
a friend? When are you overstepping 
your bounds?
If you’re like me, then you are famil-
iar with these questions because you 
can’t escape them. You only want to do 
the right thing, and it scares you that 
you don’t know what that is. If some-
thing happens to your friend, even if 
no one blames you, you’ll blame your-
self. You’re always looking for warning 
signs, and you’re always seeing them.
Knowing when to help is not an ex-
act science. You will not always know 
the correct thing to do. Learning to be 
okay with that is hard because it seems 
to cheapen the love you have for your 
friend. We want to believe we would go 
to the ends of the earth for the people 
we love, but while we might care about 
them deeply, we are still human. We 
have limits. And you can’t blame your-
self for being human.
I used to believe in the magical heal-
ing power of language — that there 
was always a series of utterances or 
symbols that, when put in the right 
order, could undo damage and make 
people happy. I suppose, by virtue of 
writing this, I still kind of believe that. 
So if there are any magic words, I want 
to make them these: hope is some-
thing we give ourselves. That is the 
meaning of inner strength. Do not be 
afraid to look for hope.
LOOK FOR HOPE
An open letter to those who are suffering





2016 has already 
given us a wide ar-
ray of great music 
so far, but there are 
many records still 
to be excited for in 
the coming months. 
Though we know 
more about some 
anticipated releases 
than others, below are three albums to 
keep a good look out for this year.
New album, title to be announced, by LCD 
Soundsystem:
The brainchild of New York based 
producer and musician James Mur-
phy, electronic rock group LCD Sound-
system released three albums between 
2005 and 2010 and called it quits after 
a farewell performance at Madison 
Square Garden in 2011. The group re-
mained disbanded and inactive until 
a surprise holiday-themed single was 
released on Christmas Eve 2015. The 
band is now pursuing its first tour in 
five years, and plans are in the works to 
release a new record this year. Though 
no information has been given on a re-
lease date or title yet, it sure is good to 
have the group back.
“The Glowing Man” by Swans:
Deemed by front man Michael Gira 
as "the last album release of Swans' 
current incarnation," the June 17 re-
lease of “The Glowing Man” will prove 
to be a bittersweet moment for fans 
of the experimental sextet. Though it 
might be upsetting to see the modern 
incarnation disband, Gira has consis-
tently kept listeners on their feet since 
forming Swans in 1983. It seems as 
though he has no intention of stopping 
soon.
“Turbo Grafx 16” by Kanye West:
You might not want to hold your
breath on this one. Though West
claimed on Twitter recently that he’s
releasing a followup this year to Feb-
ruary’s “The Life of Pablo,” West also
tweeted recently that "Pablo" would
never be available anywhere but
through the streaming service Tidal.
You can now listen to the album on
most streaming services and buy it in
stores. Skepticism aside, two Kanye al-





The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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On Feb. 20, 2014, I was raped. Not by 
a stranger or some guy in the bushes, 
but by someone that I considered to 
be my best friend. It has been over two 
years, yet my rape is still something 
that defines every single decision that 
I make.
Yes, I have grown. Yes, I have become 
a survivor. But every minute, I feel one 
overwhelming sense.
I am tired.
I am tired of being ignored. I am tired 
of being told that people don’t care. My 
city, my country, my representatives. I 
am tired of these systems telling me 
and my brother and sister survivors 
that we do not matter.
I am ecstatic that survivors have a 
month of advocacy for issues close to 
our hearts. But this is a solemn month. 
It is 2016, and yet we will have to have 
mass demonstrations to secure even 
basic rights for us survivors.
I have spent two years adapting my 
own life to the painful reality of my 
trauma. I know many other survivors 
whose struggles keep them from com-
pleting everyday tasks. We have been 
forced to fend for ourselves.
So I write this today with a plea:
Bystanders, friends and family — it is 
your turn. We need your support, your 
love, your voice and your advocacy. 
Laws will never change if it is the sur-
vivor versus the world. It must be all of 
us standing together in the face of op-
pression.
It took 761 days for me to reach a 
place of healing and love. But the jour-
ney has not been easy or smooth. This 
month symbolizes the trials faced by 
victims and survivors. And it is our 
time to reach peace.
April is a month for survivors, and 
we graciously accept its beautiful, lush 








6 Kung __ chicken
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sandwich and salad 
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14 Time of old 
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48 Farrow of film
49 Ottoman title
50 Tack on
51 “A Death in the 
Family” author
53 Relative of Rex
55 Energetic and 
enthusiastic
59 Run up the 
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62 Place for a 
Char-Broil
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for short
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The Corner Bakery Cafe is now hiring 
cashiers, service assistants, & kitchen help! 
A place where growth, better hours, and great potential is an 
offer every day.
Apply in person anyday or 
www.cornerbakerycafeapply.com
1951 Scottsville Road, Bowling Green, KY
 The Corner Bakery Cafe is an equal opportunity employer. 
City of Bowling Green
POLICE CADET
Police Department
Provides a variety of support services to personnel of 
the police department. Cadet duties include responding 
to non-emergency calls for service; receptionist, parking 
enforcement, speed trailer deployment, pawn ticket details, 
substitute school crossing guard as well as assisting with 
special events and major accidents. Requirements: Age 
18+ Hours: 20 hours per week. Salary: $8.90/hr., plus sick 
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/
hr/jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Drug-Free Workplace. 
City of Bowling Green
PARK RANGER
Parks & Recreation Department
Patrols parks and recreation facilities by vehicle and 
on foot, opens and locks gates, monitors participants, 
escorts participants to and from vehicles, inspects 
facilities during and after usage hours, ensures that 
rules and regulations are followed, handles complaints 
from participants and visitors, takes appropriate action 
for offenders, deters inappropriate conduct and contacts 
Police if needed. Possess High School diploma or 
GED, related security experience preferred. Must 
possess valid KY driver’s license and good driving 
record. Ability to work on one’s own, show initiative 
to complete duties and maintain daily work schedule, 
handle and take control of tense situations that require 
calming participants or offenders, and removing 
disruptive policy violators from public facilities. Pay 
rate: $13.14/hr; Hours: 18-20 hours/week. Varying 
schedule primarily evenings and weekends.
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/
hr/jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Friday, April 29,2016
Aqualand Pools
Now hiring for full time and part time retail clerk and 
outside service positions. Chemistry/Biology experience 
helpful but not required. Fun atmosphere. Great Summer 
job. Apply in person from 10-6 at Aqualand Pools 
1260 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green, KY
Due to company growth, our general contracting company 
is looking for an experienced, detail-oriented candidate to 
fi ll an Assistant Project Manager position.
This position works closely with the lead Project Manager. 
He/She will be responsible for project development 
and management, and will assist in all phases of the 
construction project. This includes reviewing plans and 
specifi cations, providing support to the subcontractors 
and on-site superintendent, maintaining project progress, 
assuring project is within budget and on schedule, and 
performing any other related tasks as assigned by the lead 
Project Manager.
The candidate will preferably be a college graduate, and 
have some experience in the construction industry. This 
detail-oriented candidate must be very organized, have 
the ability to multi-task and work on multiple projects 
simultaneously. Profi ciency in Microsoft Offi ce products 
necessary; experience in AIA software a plus. Experience 
in reading shop drawings and blueprints recommended. 
This position is based in Louisville, KY. Some light travel 
may be required. If interested, please send your resume to 
info@redleeconstruction.com.
Chandler Property Management is hiring for the 
position of lawn pare maintenance. Full time and part 
time positions available. Starting pay range $10 per hour. 
Benefi ts to include health and dental insurance, paid 
vacations and holidays. Please apply in person at 908 
Broadway Avenue M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
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Contestants wait in line as each contestant gives their introduction speech during the Miss Black Western Pageant practice in Downing Student Union Auditorium on 
Monday, April 18. 
Miss Black Western
ABOVE: Freshman Faith Berry from Cincinnati, Ohio, waits her turn 
to walk across the stage during the formal attire part of practice in 
Downing Student Union Auditorium on Monday, April 18. 
LEFT: Louisville freshman Kayla White gets her formal dress tied 
up during the Miss Black Western Pageant practice in Garrett 
Conference Center on Tuesday, April 19. The pageant is the 45th 
annual event hosted by the ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Freshman Marie Mennefi eld from Ridgeland, 
Mississippi waits patiently for her turn to walk through her 
spring wear attire during the Miss Black Western Pageant 
practice in Garrett Conference Center on Tuesday, April 19. The 
pageant is the 45th annual event hosted by the ladies of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Junior Aubrey Forrest from Camden, Arkan-
sas, left, hugs sophomore Shaylin Kaliea Martin of Sacramento, 
California, right, during practice at Garrett Conference Center on 
Tuesday, April 19. 
PHOTOS BY EBONY COX • SEE STORY ON PAGE B1
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» Inclusive: Join Inclusive Ministries this Friday, April 22, from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. at Living Hope Baptist Church in the Chapel for a 
benefi t concert.
Sacramento, California sophomore Shaylin Kaliea Martin poses during the formal wear portion of the Miss Black Western Pageant practice 




Hope Harbor Inc., a nonprofit crisis 
counseling center, and WKU’s Coun-
seling and Testing Center will be part-
nering with the Former Friends of 
Young Americans House tonight to 
host a Take Back the Night event and 
benefit concert.
The march will start at 6 p.m. at the 
Warren County Justice Center at 1001 
Center St. Following the march and a 
candlelit vigil, participants are encour-
aged to gather at the FFOYA House at 
1035 Kentucky St. for a live concert.
The event recognizes April as Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month and is held 
to protest the idea of people being as-
saulted while walking outside at night, 
according to Alayna Milby, the director 
of crisis intervention at Hope Harbor.
“It’s to raise awareness that women 
should not be afraid to walk at night in 
fear of being assaulted,” Milby said.
Take Back the Night is projected to 
be the biggest event for Hope Har-
bor during April. Elizabeth Madriaga, 
co-chairwoman of the Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month Committee, said 
they are expecting at least 433 people 
based on the number of T-shirt orders 
received.
“I’ve been involved with Take Back 
the Night since I started at WKU,” 
Madariaga said. “The amount of peo-
ple who participate vary.”
Madariaga had served on the board 
at Hope Harbor for 10 years. She 
stepped down in February but contin-
ues to remain active through the com-
mittee.
Take Back the Night is to prevent as-
sault from happening to both genders. 
Though both men and women expe-
rience sexual violence, women are 
more likely to encounter this trauma.
The history of Take Back the Night as 
an international event and nonprofit 
organization spans more than half a 








Fashion designer uses talents to highlight injustices
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY 
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Contestants’ hopes of winning 
will be in the hands of the judges 
for the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority’s 
“Casino Royale” themed Miss Black 
Western pageant Friday at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Downing Student Union audi-
torium.
Miss Black Western began as an ef-
fort to showcase African-American 
women’s talent and beauty. When 
the pageant began, women of color 
weren’t able to run for Homecoming 
queen at WKU. The first Miss Black 
Western was Carolyn Brown of Lou-
isville who was crowned in 1971, ac-
cording to the University Archives.
The 17 contestants will be compet-
ing for the title and a textbook schol-
arship. Members of the Epsilon Zeta 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha said 
the interest received this semester 
for the pageant made members feel 
like they were doing their job.
“This lets me know that the chap-
ter is doing what they’re supposed to
in uplifting the girls and providing
them great opportunity,” Louisville 
senior Andria McCravy said.
I was crowned Miss Black Western
in 2015, and it’s hard to believe I’ve
held this title for a full year. It hasn’t 
hit me yet that I’m about to pass 
the crown on to another deserving
young lady.
Looking back, I now realize how big
SEE MISS BLACK WESTERN 
PAGE B2
Miss Black Western 2015 refl ects on crown
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
As a freshman at WKU, Tiye Gardner 
has already found what many people 
spend most of their lives searching for 
— a way to combine her passion with a 
useful cause.
Gardner took up fashion design two 
years ago after a knee surgery forced 
her to give up running, and she used 
this interest to raise awareness for so-
cial issues that were important to her.
Gardner’s mom introduced her to a 
designer in Indiana, and the designer 
eventually put a few of Gardner’s de-
signs in one of her shows.
“I thought that was really cool, so I 
started playing around with my grand-
ma’s sewing machine and learning 
how to sew clothes,” Gardner said.
The summer after her surgery, Gard-
ner organized her own fashion show 
in Louisville, her hometown, to raise 
awareness of bullying, an issue she 
said was especially close to her at the 
time.
“I had a friend who was bullied, and 
I asked her to come and tell her story 
and what she had to go through,” 
Gardner said.
Gardner said she wanted to use the 
show to encourage people to take ac-
tion against bullying, inspiring change 
in her own city.
The following year, Gardner put on 
a second show centered around the 
Black Lives Matter movement.
“That was something important to 
me as well,” Gardner said, explaining 
that she has encountered racism dur-
ing her life and knows how serious it is.
“What happened to me is real,” she 
said. “I wanted to bring that to the 
community.”
Gardner said she knew a student 
from DuPont Manual High School 
who had been working with the Jef-
ferson County Public School Board of 
Education to make African-American 
history mandatory in all history class-
es, so Gardner invited her to speak at 
the show.
Gardener asked her to write a poem 
about what Black Lives Matters meant 
to her; the student then read this poem 
to the audience at Gardener’s event.
Nicholasville freshman Danielle Mul-
lins modeled in the Black Lives Matters 
show and said she thought Gardner 
did well with incorporating the move-
ment into her fashion event.
“Instead of having us all walk out 
and saying the money for this is going 
to support it, she had people talking 
about their experiences with it,” Mul-
lins said.
Gardner is majoring in Spanish and 
minoring in communications and 
fashion design, and she hopes to in-
corporate all three of these areas in a
career after graduation. She described
Louisville freshman Tiye Gardner started designing clothes in high school after a 
knee injury benched her from running track. "My imagination and creativity for 
clothing is really diff erent so I want to be able to make clothing for people with that 
same mindset as me," Gardner said. BROOK JOYNER/HERALD
SEE FIGHT FOR
FASHION PAGE B2
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century, according to take-
backthenight.org.
“Decades ago in Europe, 
women from many countries 
met together as a tribunal 
council to discuss women’s 
safety when walking down 
public streets,” the website 
states.
Several notable marches and 
milestones have occurred in 
the years this movement has 
been active. In 1975, for in-
stance, a march was held in 
Philadelphia after the murder 
of Susan Speeth, a microbiolo-
gist who was stabbed to death 
one night as she was walking 
alone.
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, one in five 
women will experience rape 
at some point in their lives 
whereas one in 71 men will.
“In order to solve this prob-
lem, you have to get everyone 
involved,” Milby said.
Another survey conducted 
by the CDC showed that 37.4 
percent of females who were 
raped were between the ages 
of 18 and 24, the age range of 
traditional college students.
“The importance is that 
WKU is a large portion of our 
community,” said Madariaga 
said. “This is a high risk group 
as well, so increasing aware-
ness is imperative.”
With these statistics, Hope 
Harbor and the Counseling 
and Testing Center decided to 
hold this event to bring people 
of all genders together to raise 
awareness of sexual assault.
The march will begin at 6
p.m. Thursday evening and
end with a benefit concert at
the FFOYA House.
This feature of the annual
event was to try and help bring
in more people, according to
Madariaga.
“It’s a way to be inclusive, so I
think the benefit will certainly
help,” said Madariaga said.
“The more people we reach,
the better off we all are.”
The concert will not be serv-
ing alcohol, so people of all
ages are asked to continue the
march by attending the con-
cert afterwards.
TAKE BACK THE NIGHT
Continued from LIFE
a milestone it was for me to become a 
pageant queen. I prefer to hide behind 
written words, but the pageant made 
me vocalize them. 
I know for some of the women, this 
is what the pageant is all about. It isn’t 
solely because they want to win but 
because they have something within 
them that needs to be showcased.
“I’ve gained more confidence and di-
versity in who I am from this pageant,” 
Louisville sophomore Asia Brown said.
Practices are only the beginning of 
the confidence you get from this expe-
rience.
Trust me, I know.
Once you’re actually on that stage, 
the lights extract every insecurity from 
you. The nerves you might feel at that 
moment only push you to accomplish 
amazing feats you might not have 
known you were capable of.
Miss Black Western gives girls a 
chance to meet who they really are, 
and I take refuge in knowing I’m not 
the only one who thinks so.
“I think this pageant gives girls con-
fidence, friendship, and just lets them 
know they are beautiful,” McCravy 
said.
The beauty can be found in the long 
practice hours. It’s found in looking at 
the same faces every day. It’s found in 
meeting new people and gaining men-
tors.
As Friday approaches, the memories 
of this past year put a smile on my face 
because I made some lifelong friends, 
but I can also imagine some contes-
tants are ready to get it over with.
“I’m excited that the time is almost 
up because it took a lot of work and 
dedication to be here,” Brown said. 
“But I gained so much from this expe-
rience that I won’t forget.”
I encourage anyone who hasn’t wit-
nessed the Miss Black Western pageant 
to come to the DSU auditorium Friday 
and see true talent.
The cost to attend is $5, but the price 
is lowered to $3 with a donated canned
good. The doors open at 6:30 p.m. You
don’t want to miss this.
MISS BLACK WESTERN
Continued from LIFE
a bilingual entertainment company 
that reports on fashion and said she 
envisions doing something similar 
in the future.
“Right now I’m focusing more on 
the fashion aspect,” Gardner said. 
“I’m taking classes to strengthen my 
skills in that area.”
In high school, Gardner was a 
member of the Muhammad Ali Cen-
ter Council of Students, an organiza-
tion she said focuses on Ali’s six core 
principles: respect, confidence, con-
viction, dedication, spirituality and 
giving.
Through leadership and volun-
teerism within the program, Gardner 
said, she worked with social issues 
important to her. She also learned 
how to implement community-wide 
events that help fight these issues, 
and this experience gave her ideas 
for how to organize her fashion 
shows.
Mullins said having events like 
Gardner’s shows are a great way to 
raise awareness.
“In smaller towns, there’s not really 
much that goes on out of the ordi-
nary,” Mullins said. “I think if some-
thing like this was to happen here, 
everybody would want to go just be-
cause it’s something different.”
FIGHT FOR FASHION
Continued from LIFE
Louisville freshman Aleah Cohen puts on jewelry in Garrett Conference Center’s 
bathroom during the Miss Black Western Pageant practice on Tuesday, April 19. 
EBONY COX/HERALD
It's a way to be inclusive, so I 
think the benefi t will certainly 
help.  Th e more people we reach, 




WKu's no. 1 source 
for campus news




Federally insured by NCUA.  Membership eligibility applies.  In order to receive loan products, 
credit granting criteria applies.  Please contact us for more details on products and services. Where you belong. 
www.SOCU.com
Bowling Green: 422 College Heights Blvd.   ·   1609 Campbell Lane   ·   543 31-W Bypass             Glasgow:      116 Ensminger Dr.Locations
Voted ‘Best Bank/Credit Union on the Hill’ for 2015 and 2014, Service One Credit Union has been serving WKU since 1963. Not to be confused with Higher One (WKU’s residual 
check processor), Service One was created in Bowling Green, KY by the WKU community to be a healthy banking alternative for WKU students, alumni, faculty, staff, even Big Red!  
As a not-for-profit, Service One is able to save you money by offering checking, savings, and loans for lower fees and with better terms than big banks. And yes, we do Student 












- Go to www.socu.com, click the 
rotating scholarship banner at 
- Deadline for applications is 
the top of the home page.
May 31, 2016.
ELIGIBILITY:
- Open to all Service One Credit Union 
members and their family who are 
returning WKU students for the
- Minimum 3.0 cumulative G.P.A.
- Traditional, Non-Traditional, 
Undergraduate and Graduate Status.
2016-2017 school year.
More information call: 
270-796-8500 or 800-759-8500 ext. 3019
Wait, what’s Service One Credit Union?
BEST OF
DEADLINE TO APPLY IS MAY 31ST
$10$5
STUFFED CRUST 






11 A.M. TO 2 P.M. DAILY
Samford’s outcome differs from 
WKU’s last three-series game against 
Charlotte. WKU dropped the series 
when it lost both games on Saturday 
but still rallied on Sunday for the final 
win, a 4-0 sweep.
Samford will travel to Bowling Green 
for the doubleheader on April 23. The 
first game is scheduled to begin at 1 
p.m., and the second will follow short-
ly after at 3 p.m. at the WKU Softball 
Complex.
“They’re a good team,” Tudor said. 
“It’ll be a good nonconference game, 
and we’re looking forward to hosting 
it.”
The Lady Toppers will have to game 
plan for Bulldog senior outfielder Me-
gan Dowdy, who is currently fielding 
an impressive .396 batting average at 
the plate this season.
However, Dowdy might not be the 
most dangerous offensive threat from 
Samford. Freshman catcher Hannah 
Trombley leads the team in home runs 
with 10 and in RBIs with 33 on the sea-
son.
These players are just two talented 
hitters for the Bulldogs; Samford 
currently owns a very impressive 
.318 batting average as a team on 
the year.
This will be an important double-
header for Downing as she will need to 
put together two strong performances 
on the mound against this impressive 
lineup for the Lady Toppers to have a 




However, Belmont’s Kyle Conger sin-
gled to right field to bring Washington 
home to tie the game.
Sowell struck out the final Bruin in 
the eighth inning and retired three 
straight batters in the top of the ninth, 
but the Hilltoppers failed to score the 
go ahead run in regulation.
Sowell retired three out of four Bru-
in batters in the top of the ninth, set-
ting up the Hilltoppers to bring in the 
game-winning run.
DiPuglia bunted right in front of Bel-
mont pitcher Dom Veltri. However, 
Veltri couldn’t gather the ball and al-
lowed DiPuglia to reach first safely.
Redshirt junior outfielder Zach Janes 
advanced DiPuglia to second with a 
second sacrifice bunt. With one out in 
the bottom of the tenth inning, Mur-
ray’s line drive to third base was han-
dled but overthrown to first base, al-
lowing DiPuglia to sprint home for the 
winning run.
“We were due for some good karma,” 
Pawlowski said. “We had some real 
close games at Rice and last weekend 
against Louisiana Tech. We’ve had 
some things you kind of scratch your 
head about. I’m glad to see us get this 
win in such a tough ball game.”
The win improves the Hilltoppers 
to 19-17 (6-9 Conference USA). The 
Hilltoppers will host the University of 
Texas San Antonio this weekend in a 
three game C-USA series. The Road-
runners are 14-21 (5-10 C-USA) and 
are currently No. 13 out of 14 teams in 
the Conference-USA standings.
“This was a big team win. It was 
huge,” DiPuglia said. “Coming back 
from getting swept by Rice was tough 
for us. For us to get this walk off win is a 
confidence booster. It was an ugly win, 
but it’s what we need going forward.”
BASEBALL
Continued from SPORTS
to anyone on the team as of today 
[Wednesday], anyway."
Specifics on what parts of the budget 
would be cut were not available at time 
of publication.
"As with every department across 
our campus, we are having to look 
at ways to reduce our budget," di-
rector of athletic communications 
and media relations, Kyle Neaves, 
said in a statement. "I can offer no 
specifics beyond that at this point 
in time."
The team is scheduled to participate 
in the Lenny Lyles/Clark Wood Invi-
tational in Louisville and the Virginia
Challenge this weekend.
The Herald reached out to athletic di-
rector Todd Stewart for comment but




-ers in the quarterback competition to 
see plenty of time on he field on Satur-
day as that has been case for most of 
spring practice so far.
Redshirt junior quarterback Mike 
White is hot on Fishback’s heels in the 
competition, and graduate student Ty-
ler Ferguson and redshirt sophomore 
Drew Eckels aren’t too far behind either.
For the sake of the team as a whole, 
one of these players need to make a 
splash on Saturday with a great perfor-
mance while displaying a clear under-
standing of the offense.
This game is a great opportunity for 
teammates to start putting their trust in 
one quarterback, which is something that 
needs to happen rather soon. This trust can 
be easily earned with a stellar showing.
The quarterbacks are not the only
reason why this showcase is important,
as fans will be treated to a new-look
Hilltoppers defense.
Highly touted graduate student line-
backer Keith Brown and graduate stu-
dent Nick Dawson-Brents will be mak-
ing their debut for the team as they
both transferred from the University of
Louisville during the offseason.
This game is also important because
with the Hilltoppers coming off such a
successful season, fans will be looking
for the team to be able to sustain that
success this coming season.
Look for redshirt senior running back
Anthony Wales and senior wide receiv-
er Taywan Taylor to give plenty of elec-
trifying plays on offense to satisfy fans
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» FOOTBALL: The Hilltoppers will be in 
action this Saturday as they play the Red 
and White Spring game. 
Nonconference play on the horizon for Lady Toppers
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
WKU softball (16-21) will 
take on Samford (26-17) this 
weekend in a doubleheader 
for some non-Conference 
USA play at home.
The two games against Sam-
ford will add to the Lady Top-
pers’ nonconference week 
after their match against the 
University of Kentucky on 
Wednesday.
WKU’s game against UK was 
also played at home in prepa-
ration for this weekend. The 
matchup was not final as of 
press time.
Prior to the game against the 
Wildcats, WKU Head Coach 
Amy Tudor spoke of how the 
game would be beneficial for 
her team.
“Kentucky is a top team in 
the nation, and we’ll get to 
see some great pitching, some 
great hitting, so they’ll help us 
hopefully down the road in 
the conference,” Tudor said.
On Monday, UK Athletics 
posted a press release regard-
ing pitcher Kelsey Nunley; the 
UK senior was named SEC 
Pitcher of the Week for the sec-
ond week in a row.
WKU’s junior pitcher Kath-
ryn Downing recently dis-
played her pitching talent in 
a two C-USA matches against 
Charlotte on Saturday and 
Sunday when she threw two 
two-hitter games. The Bowl-
ing Green native currently has 
a 2.99 overall ERA on the sea-
son.
Southern Conference mem-
ber Samford is entering Satur-
day’s matchups from another 
doubleheader against Austin 
Peay and a weekend series 
against Western Carolina.
The series was split between 
Samford and Western Carolina 
before the Bulldogs returned Junior catcher Taylor Proctor (13) swings during the Holiday Inn Hilltoppers Classic against Austin 
Peay at the WKU Softball Complex on Feb. 19. MATT LUNSFORD/HERALD SEE SOFTBALL PAGE B3
Junior pitcher Cody Coll throws a pitch during the Hilltoppers’ 3-2 win over Belmont University on Tuesday, April 19 at Nick 
Denes Field. Coll faced 17 batters and notched 4 strikeouts. SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
BASEBALL TRACK AND FIELD
BY JOHN REECER
 HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
WKU's track and field team will face 
a 50 percent budget cut and other ath-
letic programs will face a five percent 
budget cut for the upcoming season. 
Head Coach Erik Jenkins informed 
his team of the cuts Tuesday evening. 
"Mr. Todd Stewart is my boss. This 
came down from the top of the Hill and 
I relayed that message to my team," 
Jenkins told the Herald on Wednesday. 
"We have done well athletically and 
academically on this campus. This is 
out of my hands and is in the hands of 
the athletic department." 
The track and field program has seen 
39 of its athletes named as NCAA All-
Americans since 2011. 
"Obviously we don't feel like that's 
right," senior distance runner Aaron 
Stevens told the Herald on Wednes-
day. "We win conference champion-
ships every year, we are coming back 
with All-American athletes every year. 
We just didn't feel like it was fair for us 
to get that big of a hit. No one from the 
administration has personally talked 
SEE TRACK AND FIELD PAGE B3
Team to 
face  50% 
budget cut
BY SAM PORTER 
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
After losing six games in a row, the 
WKU baseball team needed to catch a 
break to get back on the winning side.
The Hilltoppers got exactly that 
when they hosted Belmont University 
at Nick Denes Field Tuesday night.
With the game tied 2-2 in the bottom 
of the tenth inning, junior outfielder 
Paul Murray hit a line drive down the 
third base line. The ball was handled, 
but the throw to first was high and 
allowed freshman infielder Steven 
DiPuglia to race home for the game’s 
deciding run, giving the Hilltoppers a 
3-2 victory.
The win improves the Hilltoppers to 
19-17 (6-9) and keeps them above .500 
for the year.
“I think this win was really impor-
tant for our club,” Head Coach John 
Pawlowski said. “We’ve been play-
ing tough, hard-nose baseball. We’ve 
just struggled offensively lately. We’ve 
pitched well, we just haven’t been 
able to come up with some big hits. 
It wasn’t the way you script, but we 
found a way to win.”
After junior pitcher Cody Coll 
pitched two scoreless innings, fresh-
man infielder Brandon Pollock made 
his first big play of his young career at 
the plate.
The Gilbert, Arizona freshman 
smacked a single through the left side 
to score sophomore first basemen 
Harrison Scanlon. The RBI single was 
the first of Pollock’s career and gave 
the Hilltoppers an early 1-0 lead.
“I just tell myself it’s just another 
game. It’s just another at bat,” Pollock 
said. “It’s exactly what I did in high 
school, just on a bigger stage. Getting 
that first big play from the plate feels 
great.”
Following the opening run, another 
true freshman brought in the next run 
for the Hilltoppers. Freshman infield-
er Steven DiPuglia hit a single to the 
infield to bring home redshirt junior 
infielder Leiff Clarkson to make the 
score 2-0 after two innings.
“I haven’t been swinging the bat real 
well lately, so that was big for my con-
fidence,” DiPuglia said about his RBI 
single. “It’s something you just keep 
fighting through. Every pitch, every 
at bat, you fight through it. Thats how 
you find ways to win.”
After the two teams traded score-
less innings, the Bruins finally got on 
the board in the top of the fourth. Bel-
mont’s Brennan Washington hit a solo 
home run to left field to cut the Hill-
topper lead to 2-1.
After the home run, junior pitchers 
Sam Higgs and Kevin Elder kept the 
Bruins scoreless all the way until the 
top of the eighth inning.
After Washington was hit with a 
pitch, a Belmont sacrifice bunt and 
a ground out allowed Washington to 
advance to third base. Redshirt junior 
pitcher Jackson Sowell came in to re-
place Elder hoping to finish things off 
once again.
Tops defeat Bruins in walk-off  fashion 
SEE BASEBALL PAGE B3
Every pitch, every at bat, you fi ght through 
it. Th at's how you fi nd ways to win.”
freshman infi elder Steven DiPuglia
BY JOHN REECER 
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
Saturday’s Red and White spring 
game for the WKU football team will 
be the most important spring game 
the team has seen in some time.
This exhibition will give fans their 
first glimpse of life after Brandon 
Doughty, as the current quarterback 
competition is still ongoing.
Head Coach Jeff Brohm recently told 
790 KRD that redshirt senior Nelson 
Fishback would start the spring game 
at the quarterback position.
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